
    Maryland Local Section Qualifies for the 

            ACS 2026 ChemLuminary Awards      
 

Congratulations to the Maryland Local Section of the American Chemical Society on our nomination for the 

2026 ChemLuminary Awards.  
I am excited to report that the poster presentation 

regarding the US National Chemistry Olympiad (USNCO) 

held at the American Chemical Society meeting in 

Chicago on August 23, 2026, was a great success. Over 16 

visitors stopped by to learn about our program and share 

memories of our local section. The poster stood out 

thanks to the collaborative efforts of many members, 

with special thanks to  Ioan Marginean, Ph.D., for his 

detailed suggestions and feedback. 

 

I am also grateful to local section members: Ioan 

Marginean, Robert Von Tersch and Stephanie Watson 

for attending and supporting the session. Below is a summary of the attached photos highlighting our visitors 

and the event:     

Poster: 

               

https://cen.acs.org/acs-news/acs-celebrates-2026-chemluminary-awards/104/web/2026/08?elqE=18506&elqC=10661
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-chemical-society/
https://www.ubalt.edu/directory/profile/imarginean


 

Poster Session Visitors: 

 
-Pic 1 & 2: Dr. Malgorzata Thatcher (Director, ACS USNCO Program) with Beatrice Salazar (USNCO 

Poster Presenter); Dr. Camilo Rojas (JHU) and Dr. Robert Von Tersch (ACS Maryland Local Section) 

with a student from Virginia. 

-Pic 3: A 9th-grade student from Virginia learning how to participate in the USNCO program in his 

state.    

-Pic 4: Ms. Bober, who shared fond memories of her late father, Dr. Bober Currigan, a former active 

member who worked to increase exposure and recognition for student achievements. She 

recognized Michael Zapf from McCormick & Co. and noted how pleased her father would have been 

to see the section receive this nomination. 
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-Pic 5 & 6: Members from the ACS Virginia Local Section; Dr. McCallum, Ph.D.  from The National 

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) learning about our programs. We introduced him to Dr. 

Stephanie Watson (NIST), who is nominated for ACS District III leader. 
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- Pics 7–11: Visitors from Utah, Virginia, Peru, Maryland, and the District of Columbia.  

- Pic 12: Dr. Stephanie Watson (ACS Maryland Local Section) with Dr. Camilo Rojas (JHU). 

- Pic 13:  shows the poster section setup at the McCormick Place Convention Center in Chicago. 

- Pic 14:  Katherina Changanaaqui, from Lima, Peru, who expressed interest in implementing a similar                                                          
pprogram in her country. 

 

- Pics 15 & 17: Dr. Ioan Marginean (University of Baltimore) networking with attendees. 

- Pic 16: Ainhoa Gonzalez, a recent graduate from ICESI University in Pereira, Colombia, who learned 

about our programs and connected with several scientists regarding U.S. internship opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, we welcomed visitors from across the U.S. (Utah, Virginia, Washington D.C., and 

Maryland) and internationally (Peru, Colombia, Canada, and Malaysia). 

 

Note: Photos provided by Beatrice Salazar with consent from all featured participants. 

 

REPORT by: 
Beatrice Salazar, Immediate Past Chair, ACS Maryland Local Section. 
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https://www.bing.com/search?q=ACS%20-%20Beatrice%20Salazar&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&lq=0&pq=acs%20-%20beatrice%20salazar&sc=8-22&sk=&cvid=8603744670064159937B385ADDE48404

