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Minutes of Executive Meeting of 
Maryland Section of the American Chemical Society
Virtual Meeting on Zoom 
Chair Beatrice Salazar, presiding
September 24, 2025

Present:   Nicole Carbonaro, Eric Cotton, Ayse Gul Yavuz Cular, Louise Hellwig, Tamara Henderson, Jan Kolakowski, Sara Narayan, Rose Pesce-Rodriguez, Beatrice Salazar, Sunita Thyagarajan, Shital Vaidya, Stephanie Watson, Sarah Zimmerman


Beatrice called the meeting to order at 6:01p.m.

The Minutes of the last meeting, April 16, were approved.  At the June 10 meeting, the attendance was not enough to allow for voting.  The meeting became
informational and preparatory for the events in the Summer.

Jan reported that Our Fidelity ContraFund balance as of 9/24/25 is $183,930.91.  This is a 10.5% gain ($17,428.94) since 6/10/25 and is an all-time high.  Our Nicholas Fund balance as of 9/23/25 is $187,966.93.  This is a 2.6% gain ($4,688.43) since 6/9/25 and is near our all-time high of $189,374.39 reported on 2/11/25.
The question was raised as to whether we should have a Financial Advisor at one of these investment funds; however an Advisor would charge extra fees.

Eric presented the current Treasurer’s Report, attached to these Minutes.  There are also some minor outstanding items (around $300) from the Hernandez event in September to settle.
Eric mentioned that some checks have not been cashed.  A “stop pay” from the bank incurs a fee and is only good for six months. 

Beatrice wondered whether the $250 budgeted for in-person meetings could be used for a social event.

Eric reported that our Section Officers Election results have to be reported to the national ACS by December 1, so we need to get the ballot ready.   
Several people who are Councilors have not attended any meetings lately.  It was decided to send them each an e-mail, the other officers cced, asking them if they wished to continue in their present positions, or if they wished to step down.
We need a Chair Elect.  All members are encouraged to solicit nominations for this position as well as for Members at Large.  Nominations must be received by the end of October.

Louise reported that four high school students interned over the summer with Dr. Devadas in our Maryland Section Summer Internship (SI) program.
	



[image: C:\Users\Louise\Downloads\acs-localsection-Maryland-cmyk-logo(2).jpg]


Two other high school students interned with Dr. Iwunze at Morgan in the national ACS Project SEED program.  Reports will be requested.

Louise reported that Dr. Thomas Lectka of Johns Hopkins University is this year’s Braude Award winner.  The dinner and his presentation will be on Weds. October 22 at 6 p.m. at Dear Charles restaurant in The Study Hotel, 3215 N Charles St.   Dr. Lectka has received two other awards from the ACS in the past, which should be mentioned at the dinner.  Sunita has prepared a flyer to be distributed on our Constant Contact, and anywhere else members would like to promote the event.   It was also suggested that the event be posted on LinkedIn.

Beatrice called our attention to the summer events the Section participated in; the list is attached.

Rose reported on her National Chemistry Week events, 14 events at local libraries scheduled over several months.  The theme this year is “Spices”.  Tamara is assisting with these presentations.

Rose also made a motion that we raise the value of the prizes awarded for student-designed poems and posters celebrating National Chemistry Week and Chemists Celebrate Earth Week.
The motion carried.  The prizes were raised to 100 for first place and $50.00 each for second and
third  place.

A commemoration of Dr. Ira Remsen of Johns Hopkins University in conjunction with the 150th anniversary of the ACS is being planned with input from JHU, the national ACS, and our Section.  Beatrice is on this committee and requested a certain amount of funds to work with.  After much discussion it was decided to wait until we had more details about the event and the total budget for the celebration before we offer any certain amount of money. However the members voted YES to support this event in geneneral and accepted that expenses may incur both years 2025 and 2026.

The Maryland Chemist Award dinner is coming up before the end of the year.  A motion was made and carried to budget $2500 for the meal and $500 for the plaque. According to the documentation submitted, the winner this year is Professor Toscano, JHU.  Details on the lecture and award celebration will be announced soon.

Beatrice proposed a “Volunteer Appreciation Day” on a Saturday, 4 hours max with families, 
for volunteer recognition and appreciation, but this motion was not carried. Eric explained that the last meeting of 2025, if in-person, will be enough, since money is already allocated for in-person meetings.

We thank Nicole Carbonaro for her service maintaining our Section website.  She requests to step down due to family obligations.  Tamara agreed to maintain the website.
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,        
Louise Hellwig, Secretary
	ACS Section Treasurer’s Report –September 2025

	M&T Checking Balance as of April 2025
	$8,447.41

	 

	
	CREDITS
	

	4/21/2025
	Transfer from Money Market
	$5,000.00

	4/21/2025
	Donations to the Local Section from Student Awards Event
	$175.00

	4/26/2025
	Deposit from National for Counselor Rebate
	$8,000.00

	5/7/2025
	Payment from National for Annual Allotment
	$15,999.04

	7/9/2025
	Payment for New Member Commissions
	$210.00

	7/18/2025
	Payment from National for Project SEED
	$5,500.00

	8/6/2025
	Payment from Braude Foundation
	$5,000.00

	8/19/2025
	Deposit from National for Local Section Showcase
	$200.00

	
	
	

	Total Credits:
	$40,084.04

	
	
	

	
	DEBITS
	

	Converted Liabilities

	04/14/2025
	Students Awards Speaker Honorarium and Travel - Check #2864
	$1,360.68

	04/14/2025
	Councilor Travel Robert von Tersch – Check #2863
	$2,000.00

	04/14/2025
	Postage for Sent Checks – Check #2865 C. E. Cotton
	$16.80

	New Transactions

	4/21/2025
	Check #2867 to S. Narayan Student Awards Exp. (See Ledger Note)
	$727.81

	4/21/2025
	Check #2866 to Beatrice Salazar for MD Chemist Expenses
	$692.27

	4/21/2025
	Check #2868 to C. E. Cotton for Postage for Sara and Beatrice
	$16.80

	4/21/2025
	Check #2868 to Eric Cotton reimburse for MARM Sponsorship
	$500.00

	

      4/25/2025
	Check #2869 Andrew Thampoe for Student Travel
	$500.00

	5/28/2025
	Check #2871 to Beatrice Salazar for Flyers and Postage
	$52.70

	5/28/2025
	Check #2871 to Beatrice Salazar for Executive Meeting Costs
	$127.69

	5/28/2025
	Check #2870 to ACS for Leadership Inst Registration
	$1,225.00

	5/29/2025
	Check #2872 to Nicole Carbanaro for Blue Host / WordPress
	$381.51

	6/3/2025
	Check #2873 Matthews 1600 for 50/60/70
	$730.00

	7/9/2025
	Check #2874 reimbursement to L Hellwig for 50/60/70 Deposit
	$500.00

	7/16/2025
	Check #2883 to C. E. Cotton for Postage for SEED Checks
	$16.80

	7/16/2025
	Check #2878 to Ella D'Ambrosio for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	7/16/2025
	Check #2876 to Joseph Graves for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	7/16/2025
	Check #2882 to Eric Yang for Nat Project SEED
	$2,000.00

	7/16/2025
	Check #2881 to Reagan Nickerson for Nat Project SEED
	$2,000.00

	8/16/2025
	Check #2884 to ACS Div of Inorganic Chem
	$500.00

	8/18/2025
	Check #2886 to Joseph Graves for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	8/18/2025
	Check #2890 to Eric Yang for Nat Project SEED
	$1,500.00

	8/18/2025
	Check #2889 to Reagan Nickerson for Nat Project SEED
	$1,500.00

	9/3/2025
	Check #2891 to C. E. Cotton for Postage for Nat SEED Checks #2
	$25.20

	9/3/2025
	Check #2892 to Ayse Cular for Reimbursement for Mol Day
	$456.45

	9/4/2025
	Check #2893 to Sodexo for R. Hernandez Talk Catering
	$1,818.74

	
	
	

	Total Debits:
	$21,582.63

	

	Current Checking Account Balance as of September 2025
	$26,949.00

	

	Pending Transactions (Liabilities):

	
	New Liabilities
	

	7/16/2025
	Check #2877 to Alex Lohse for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	7/16/2025
	Check #2875 to Safora Noor for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	8/18/2025
	Check #2888 to Ella D'Ambrosio for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	8/18/2025
	Check #2887 to Alex Lohse for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	8/18/2025
	Check #2885 to Safora Noor for MD Project SEED
	$1,000.00

	9/15/2025
	Check #2894 to Kelly Elkins for Councilor Travel
	$636.41

	9/23/2025
	Check #2895 to Beatrice Salazar for ACS Showcase Event
	$200.00

	9/23/2025
	Check #2896 to PJ Mitchel for Hernandez Membership Door Prize
	$197.00

	Old Liabilities

	04/10/2022
	Check # 2648 for 2022 MD Section Mini Grant Morgan State
	$1,500.00

	04/10/2022
	Check # 2651 for 2022 MD Section Mini Grant NMDU
	$1,500.00

	06/30/2022
	Check # 2672 for CCEW Poetry Contest
	$50.00

	06/30/2022
	Check # 2697 for CCEW Poetry Contest
	$50.00

	03/20/2024
	Check #2784 Nicole Godwin Milage for WCC Event
	$138.02

	10/31/2024
	Check #2830 Emely Gomez Final Project SEED Payment
	$500.00

	
	
	

	Total Outstanding Liabilities:
	$9,771.43

	
	
	

	TOTAL BALANCE LESS LIABILITIES:
	$17,177.57

	
	
	






M&T Money Market Account: Balance as of 02/11/2025 is: $56,874.16
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Beatrice’s report on Summer Events

We accomplished several good activities and programs this summer. Kudos to all ACS Maryland
Local Section members that participated and collaborated making these events possible.
 
In May, we collaborated with other local sections by providing financial assistance for MARM 2025. We were recognized with the bronze level which provided benefits for any of our members if anyone attended the North Jersey Regional Meeting.
 
In the month of July, we had the Senior members recognized by ACS with golden award certificates that brought pride to all recipients. ACS Maryland Local Section celebrated these accomplished seniors with a luncheon where each Senior presented a brief recount of their experience as chemists and as members of the American Chemical Society.  
 
 In August, we participated in the 2025 National Chemistry Meeting (Washington DC). Three councilors attended in-person and one attended virtually.  This virtual meeting allowed another member of the local section to participate in person with all expenses paid.  I encourage other members to apply for this opportunity in case we have more virtual councilors attending future national meetings.

In addition, the ACS Maryland Local Section presented a Showcase for the first time at the ACS National Conference. This great opportunity was given by the LSAC to a few of the local sections in the area. They provided a mini-grant and a great opportunity to share our programs helping at the same time to accomplish their mission and our mission.

We also sponsored graduate and undergraduate students to attend the national conference; in particular Dr. Rory Waterman from UVM and Sudha Yadav from JHU that belong to the Division of Inorganic Chemistry Committee, for their 2025 Symposium: Early Career Investigation in Bioinorganic Chemistry: Metalloenzymes, Bioinspired Complexes, and Catalysis.
 
On Sept. 4th  , We had a superb presentation from Professor Rigoberto Hernadez, ACS President Elect (2005).  The talk, “Chemistry is Everywhere,” was hosted by the ACS Maryland Local Section at the Community College of Baltimore County, CCBC.

We also had a forensics webinar from Kelly Elkins Professor, Department of Chemistry & Forensic Sciences Towson University. She joined James C. Carver, Partner, The Carver Law Firm.
 
Also, in September the ACS Maryland Local Section was represented at the 2025 Green Chemistry Challenge Awards Ceremony. These awards are given in recognition of advances in chemical technologies that incorporate the principles of green chemistry into chemical design, manufacture and use. The Green Chemistry Committee acknowledged 70 scientists from universities, industry and small businesses for their recent developments and completion of the 2025-Green Chemistry Challenge. The celebration took place at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington DC, a place I recommend to all our members.

For more details see our website at acsmaryland.org using the the link "reports".

[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.jpeg
A ACS Local sectior

Maryland




image2.jpeg




