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Minutes of Executive Meeting of 
Maryland Section of the American Chemical Society
In person in Key G59, Morgan State University/Virtual Meeting on Zoom 
Chair Beatrice Salazar, presiding
April 16, 2025

Present:   Eric Cotton, Ayse Gul Yavuz Cular, Kelly Elkins, Louise Hellwig, Jan Kolakowski, Rachael Matthews, Sara Narayan, Jiangnan Peng, Beatrice Salazar, Sunita Thyagarajan, Robert von Tersch Stephanie Watson, Sarah Zimmerman


Beatrice called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.

The Minutes of the last meeting, February 12, 2025, were approved with correction of the spelling of Ayse’s name on page 2.
  
Jan reported that our money market funds took some losses.  Our Fidelity Contra Fund has a balance of $144,178.10, a loss of about 13%.  Our Nicholas Fund has a balance of $168,675.83, a loss of about 11%.

Eric presented the current Treasurer’s Report, attached to these Minutes, with the correction that our current Total Balance Less Liabilities is $1412.73.  He requested that members submit requests for reimbursement accompanied by invoices and receipts rather than scans of credit card bills.

Jan went over his Council Report, attached to these Minutes, from the national ACS meeting.  

Beatrice reported on the Maryland Chemist Award event.  Sara reported on the Women Chemists Committee event of March 12.

Louise reported that a student applied for a travel grant to the national ACS meeting in Washington, DC in August.  Since we have already used our budgeted travel grant funds for 2025, approving this grant will have to be put up for a vote.

Beatrice reported that the Maryland Chemistry Olympiad went very well.  George Owens of CCBC prepped the area for the practical lab exam, and Camilo Rojas brought in the refreshments for after the exam.

Ayse reported that award certificates have been sent out to 50-60 year ACS members.  Stephanie will explore the possibility of a Luncheon perhaps in June for these awardees.

This year’s Mid Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) will be held in New Jersey at the end of May.  We received a request to sponsor this meeting at the Bronze level with $500.  We would 
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be recognized on all the official papers at the event.  This sponsorship will be sent out for a vote by the E-board.

We also received a request to help sponsor a particular research symposium, geared to early career chemists, at the national ACS meeting in Washington in August.  Robert will enquire with the organizers further about their current engagement in the Maryland Section Younger Chemists Committee.

Rigoberto Hernandez has offered to speak to our Section at a meeting in early fall, either in person or via Zoom.  He is promoting a Remsen Landmark to be erected in 2026 during the celebration of the 150th anniversary of the ACS.

Sara reported there were about 77 attendees at the very successful Student Awards Luncheon on Sunday April 27 at Notre Dame.

Beatrice requested reimbursement for $118.12 used for the Maryland Chemist Award event.  There was some debate about money budgeted for one year but not used, being used in the next year.

Louise reported on our Maryland Section version of Project SEED, in which high school students receive $2000 stipends for summer research.  We have four applicants.  Since this program is in our 2025 budget, those four students can each receive a stipend.

Our By-Laws state that various decisions and events must be recorded in the Chesapeake Chemist, a monthly newsletter which is currently not being published.  It is very hard to change the By-Laws, so it was decided to simply label a page on the Section website as The Chesapeake Chemist and record the decisions and events there.
 
There was discussion about the Section’s social media, such as the website, Constant Contact, etc.  It was not clear whether we pay a set annual amount for Constant Contact, or whether we pay according to how many flyers are sent.  Ayse asked that a calendar linked to Google calendars be set up.  There was further discussion about our Google mail account.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,        
Louise Hellwig, Secretary                        Two Reports on following pages
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ACS Section Treasurer’s Report — February 2025

. 1 K
M&T Checking Balance as of December 2024 $ 0’355 5
CREDITS
2/19/2025 Local Section Dues July 2024 — Dec 2024 $4271.20
3/26/2025 New Member Commissions $240.00

Total Credits:

$4,511.20
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DEBITS

Converted ies

Check #2843 Audry MacNair for Student Travel

01/23/2025 $500.00
01/28/2025 Check #2844 Alexandra Wise for Student Travel $500.00
01/28/2025 Check #2862 Colin Flanigan/Chris Stromberg for Student Travel $500.00
01/28/2025 Check #2846 Benjamine Raufman for Student Travel $150.00
01/28/2025 Check #2850 Ella D’Ambrosio for Student Travel $150.00

New Transactions

2/12/2025 MD Chem Award Plaque - Check #2855 Sandy Olsen $585.00
2/13/2025 Student Travel - Check #2854 Alex Porter $500.00
3/18/2025 USNCO Certificates - Check #2857 Beatrice Salazar $25.00
3/26/2025 MD Chem Arad Catering - Check #2859 to C. E. Cotton $650.25
3/26/2025 USNCO ACS Mergch for Students - Check #2859 to C. E. Cotton $584.52
3/26/2025 50/60/70 Postage to Mail Certs — Check #2858 to A. Cular $19.15

4/1/2025 Students Awards Catering — Check #2681 to C. E. Cotton $2,774.41

Total Debits: $6,938.33

Current Checking Account Balance as of February 2025 $8,528.41
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Pending Transactions (Liabilities):

New Liabi S
04/14/2025 Students Awards Speaker#b-zlggzranum and Travel - Check $1,360.86
04/14/2025 Councilor Travel Robert von Tersch — Check #2863 $2,000.00
04/14/2025 Postage for Sent Checks — Check #2865 C. E. Cotton $16.80
Old Liabi s
04/10/2022 Check # 2648 for 2022 MD Section Mini Grant Morgan State $1,500.00
04/10/2022 Check # 2651 for 2022 MD Section Mini Grant NMDU $1,500.00
06/30/2022 Check # 2672 for CCEW Poetry Contest $50.00
06/30/2022 Check # 2697 for CCEW Poetry Contest $50.00
03/20/2024 Check #2784 Nicole Godwin Milage for WCC Event $138.02
10/31/2024 Check #2830 Emely Gomez Final Project SEED Payment $500.00
Total Outstanding Liabilities: $7,115.68
$1,412.7
TOTAL BALANCE LESS LIABILITIES: ’ 3

M&T Money Market Account: Balance as of 02/11/2025 is: $61,850.05
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Council Report for the 2025 Spring National Meeting

The ACS Spring 2025 national meeting was held from March 23-27, 2025, in San Diego,
California. The Council meeting was held on Wednesday, March 26, 2025. As of March 26,
there were 15,332 registrations (14,251 in-person and 1,081 online). The ACS Fall 2025
meeting will be held in Washington, DC, from August 17-21, 2025.

MD Section Councilors: Kelly Elkins (in-person), Robert von Tersch, Alternate Councilor (in
person), Stephanie Watson (virtual), and Jan Kolakowski (virtual).

Actions of the Council:
Candidates for President-Elect, 2026

By electronic ballot, the Council selected Christina Bodurow and Dawn Mason as candidates for
2026 President-Elect. These two candidates will join any additional candidates selected via
petitions to stand for election in the fall 2025 national election.

Candidates for Directors for Districts Il and IV

By electronic ballot, the Councilors from these Districts selected Kimberly Agnew-Heard and
Mary Engelman as District Il candidates and Lisa Houston and Milagros (Milly) Delgado as
District IV candidates. Ballots will be distributed to members residing in District Il and District IV
in the fall for election of a Director from each District. (Note: The Maryland Section is in
District IIl.)
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Candidates for Directors-at-Large

The Committee on Nominations and Elections announced the selection of the following
candidates for Director-at-Large for the 2026-2028 term: Anna Cavinato, Donna Friedman,
Malika Jeffries-EL, and Will Lynch. The election of two Directors-at-Large from among these four
candidates and any selected via petition will be conducted in the fall. Ballots will be distributed
to the Council in the fall.

Highlights from Committee Reports and Key Council Actions:

On the recommendation of the Committee on Committees (ConC), Council voted [Yes 405
(99.26%) / No 3 (0.74%)] to continue the Committee on Chemical Technical Professionals and,
subject to the concurrence of the ACS Board of Directors, the Committees on Budget &
Finance, Education, International Activities, and Patents and Related Matters.

On the recommendation of ConC, and with the concurrence of the Council Policy Committee
(CPC), Council voted [Yes 403 (99.26%) / No 3 (0.74%)] to amend the duties of the Committee
on Patents and Related Matters (CPRM) and change its name to the Committee on Intellectual
Property (CIP), subject to the concurrence of the ACS Board of Directors. This change reflects
the committee’s mission and vision statements, which refer to “intellectual property”
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generally, rather than elevating patents above other forms of intellectual property.

ConC announced that the opening of the committee preference form to all ACS members began
on March 3 and will run through July 3. Members interested in serving on an ACS Committee in
2026 should go to CMTE.acs.org to complete their preferences.

On the recommendation of the Committee on Nominations and Elections (N&E), and with the
concurrence of the CPC, Council voted [Yes 374 (95.90%) / No 16 (4.10%)] in favor of increasing
the number of Councilors on N&E to 19, subject to the concurrence of the ACS Board of
Directors. These additional committee members will support the increased workload from the
addition of six Zone Councilor slates to N&E’s duties.

On the recommendation of the Committee on International Activities (IAC), Council voted to
approve the creation of new International Chemical Sciences Chapters in Ghana [Yes 383
(96.96%) / No 12 (3.04%)], Ecuador [Yes 389 (97.98%) / No 8 (2.02%)], and Northeast China
[Yes 357 (89.70%) / No 41 (10.30%)], subject to the concurrence of the ACS Board of Directors.

On the recommendation of the Committee on Local Section Activities (LSAC), Council voted
[Yes 372 (97.13%) / No 11 (2.87%)] to dissolve the Penn/Ohio Border Local Section. This takes
effect on January 1, 2026, and members are being contacted about joining neighboring
sections.

On the recommendation of the Committee on Membership Affairs (MAC), Council voted [Yes
359 (95.48%) / No 17 (4.52%)] to approve the 2026 Schedule of Dues and Benefits, subject to
the concurrence of the ACS Board of Directors.
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The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws (C&B) reported the certification of 21 unit bylaws
since the fall 2024 meeting. They include 14 Local Sections: Akron, California, Connecticut
Valley, East Alabama/West Georgia, Joliet, Kalamazoo, Lehigh Valley, Mississippi, Ole Miss,
Orlando, San Gorgonio, San Joaquin Valley, Sierra Nevada and South Carolina; three Divisions:
Cellulose and Renewable Materials (CELL), Chemistry and the Law (CHAL), and Medicinal
Chemistry (MEDI); and four International Chemical Sciences Chapters: Australia, Bangladesh,
East and Northeast India, and West India.

The Committee on Economic and Professional Affairs (CEPA) reported on the state of the
evolving employment landscape for the chemistry enterprise. ACS Careers programs have seen
continued growth and remain a valuable resource for members experiencing career
transitions. The updated Professional Employment Guidelines will be up for action at the fall
Council meeting.
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The Committee on Education (SOCED) reported on their continued efforts to advance
chemistry education for all. The ACS Policy Statement on Science Education is currently under
revision and the revised ACS Guidelines and Recommendations for Teaching Middle and High
School Chemistry will be available soon for the upcoming academic year.

Resolutions Passed
- In memory of deceased Past President Attila Pavlath
- In memory of deceased Councilors

- In sincere appreciation of the San Diego Section, host Local Section for the ACS Spring 2025
meeting, as well as the Divisional program chairs, symposium organizers, and ACS staff for the
planning and execution of the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Jan Kolakowski
Councilor
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