[image: C:\Users\Louise\Downloads\acs-localsection-Maryland-cmyk-logo(2).jpg]

Minutes of Executive Meeting of 
Maryland Section of the American Chemical Society
on Zoom 
Chair Sunita Thyagarajan, presiding
February 11, 2026

Present:   Chris Avanessian, Christine Chin Choy, Eric Cotton, Ayse Gul Yavuz-Cular, Kelly Elkins, Louise Hellwig, Tamara Henderson, Jan Kolakowski, Jacob Majkes, Jillian Malbrough, Sara Narayan, Rose Pesce-Rodriguez, Beatrice Salazar, Sunita Thyagarajan, Robert von Tersch, Stephanie Watson, Sarah Zimmerman


Suniata called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The Minutes of the November 19, 2025 meeting were approved.


Eric presented the current Treasurer’s Report (attached).  

Jan reported that the ratio of our capital gains ($27658.17) to our revenue ($76443.72) is 36.18%.  That means we failed the public support ratio test set by the national ACS.  Local sections must normally receive more than 33 1/3% of its support donations from the general public and not more than 33 1/3% of its support from investment income.  We have $2200 excess investment income.  Jan moved that we withdraw $15,000 from each of our two investment accounts and deposit the $30,000 in our O% interest checking account.  The motion passed.

Jan also reported that our balance in Fidelity is $191,070.58, a gain of about $12,800 from November.  In 2025, our average return on investment with Fidelity was 21.8%.
 Our balance in Nicholas is $184,802.70, a loss of $564.10 since November.  In 2025, our average return on investment with Nicholas was 4.5%.

Jacob is at NIST; he described the large number of government and industrial labs along the 270 corridor from Washington up to Frederick.  He would like to see more networking among these groups.  There were suggestions for conferences, perhaps some graduate student poster sessions.  Erik and others will work with Jacob to organize some events.

Chris and Sunita showcased recent revisions of the Section website.  https://acsmaryland.org/   The future of the Chesapeake Chemist was discussed.

Eric reported that the ACS was requesting support for a graduate student symposium at the national ACS meeting in Chicago in August.  He made a motion that we donate $500, and it passed.
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Sunita will send out a form for people to check which committees they would like to chair or join, the idea being to get more members involved in the various committees.

Sunita discussed awarding two Maryland Section Teaching Awards, one to a university faculty and one to a high school teacher in our area.  

Sunita also discussed a university level Poster Session for undergraduates to be held annually in spring, the location to rotate around to different universities.  Perhaps the Teaching Awards could be presented at the Poster Session.

Sara reported that the Annual Student Award luncheon will be held April 19 at Notre Dame of Maryland University.  Sandy Young, formerly a very active Maryland Section member before she was deployed to Japan, will speak about Career Opportunities for Chemists Around the World.  Since the Chesapeake Chemist is not being printed now, the awardees would be referred to the website where the Chesapeake Chemist is online.

Sara also reported that the Women Chemists Committee will be meeting Saturday March 28.  The venue is yet to be determined, but the speaker will be Stephanie Watson; her topic is “Research at NIST”.

Louise reported that we awarded 15 $500 student travel grants to attend the national ACS meeting in Atlanta, as well as two travel grants to other ACS meetings.

Louise also reported that we have six applicants for the Maryland Section version of Project SEED, where high school students intern over the summer.  Three of the applicants are in Frederick or Montgomery counties, far from Baltimore where supervising professors have volunteered.  Louise has contacted Hood and Mount St. Mary’s, but they have no PI’s available.  Various suggestions were made as to how to find positions for these applicants.

Sunita reminded the group that the ACS has some awards for local sections or for local volunteers that can be applied for. 

Ayse requested $200 for an outreach program at CCBC that she will be organizing with Rose for April 23.  A motion to provide the $200 was carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

[image: C:\Users\Louise\Desktop\LCH-Signature.jpg]
Respectfully submitted,        
Louise Hellwig, Secretary
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The Treasurer’s Report

ACS Section Treasurer’s Report – November 2025
M&T Checking Balance as of September 2025 $28,236.01

CREDITS

12/31/2025 Grant From National (Leadership Institute) $400.00
Total Credits: $400.00

DEBITS
Converted Liabilities

11/25/2025 Check# 2902 to JHU Chem for Braude Award for Lecthe $4,000.00
11/25/2025 Check #2906 to Sandy Olsen for MD Chemist Plaque $585.00

New Transactions

11/25/2025 Check #2908 to Rose Pesce-Rodriguez for CCEW and NCW $1,427.00
12/08/2025 Contant Contact $798.42
1/13/2026 Check #2909 To Morgan Statue Mini Grant $1,500.00
1/15/2026 Check #2910 B. Salazar Md Chem Award Reimb. $72.95
1/16/2026 Check #2911 Robert von Tersch for Councilor Travel $720.20
1/30/2026 Check #2912 C. Cotton for MD Chem Award Catering Reimb $1,302.30
2/5/2026 Check #2913 Ayse Cular for Leadership Inst Reimb $647.87
2/10/2026 Check 2914 Sunita Thyagarajan for Leadership Inst Reimb $692.87
Total Debits: $7,161.61
Current Checking Account Balance as of February 2026 $16,889.40

Pending Transactions (Liabilities):

New Liabilities

2/5/2026 Check #2915 to Lauren Bigelow for Student Travel $500.00

2/5/2026 Check #2916 to Stevenson for Grace Quarrels Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2917 to Chris Stromberg for Anna Hamilton Student

Travel $500.00

2/5/2026 Check #2918 to Dept of Chem Towson for Vigoshura Student

Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2919 to Dept of Chem Towson for Harro Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2920 to Dept of Chem Towson for Frimpong Student

Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2921 to Dept of Chem Towson for Owre Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2922 to Brandon Lowe Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2923 to Steven Fletcher for Poyash Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2924 to Audra McNair Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2925 to Sonia Kamran Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2926 to Amina Yusuf Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2927 to Teskio Chaganti Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2928 to Kamal Panthi Student Travel $300.00
2/5/2026 Check #2929 to Anna Bannon for Sfuna Alla-Poku Student

Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2930 to William Resnic Student Travel $500.00
2/5/2026 Check #2931 to Stevenson for Matt Hierstelter Student Travel $500.00

Old Liabilities

03/20/2024 Check #2784 Nicole Godwin Milage for WCC Event $138.02
10/31/2024 Check #2830 Emely Gomez Final Project SEED Payment $500.00

Total Outstanding Liabilities: $638.02

TOTAL BALANCE LESS LIABILITIES: $16,251.38

M&T Money Market Account: Balance as of 02/11/2026 is: $56,898.01
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