
NOMINATIONS SOUGHT

GUSTAVUS JOHN ESSELEN AWARD
FOR

CHEMISTRY IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

The Esselen Award for Chemistry in the public interest is a very prestigious honor
provided by the Northeastern Section of the American Chemical Society.  The award
annually recognizes a chemist whose scientific and technical work has contributed to the
public well-being, and has thereby communicated positive values of the chemical
profession.  The Awardee should be a living resident of the United States or Canada at the
time of nomination, and the significance of this work should have become apparent within
the five years preceding nomination.

The Esselen Award has no limitations with respect to the chemical field in which the
nominees are active.  It differs from many other awards in that it is for 
chemical activities whose importance to the public has been demonstrated.  A list 
of the most recent awardees appears on the back of this notice; a complete list is 
available at http://www.nesacs.org/awards/esselen/awards_esselen_recipients.html.

THE AWARD CONSISTS OF A MEDAL AND A CHECK FOR $5,000.  Travel expenses
incidental to the conferring of this award will be reimbursed.  The award is usually
presented at the April meeting of the Northeastern Section in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
The Awardee will deliver an address on the subject of the work for which the honor is
being conferred, or for work in progress which is also directed to chemistry in the public
interest.  The award address should be at a level where it would be of interest to an
audience that does not have knowledge of the specific field.  

Nominations shall include: 1) a letter signed by the primary sponsor with a description of
the nominee’s work recognized as making a major contribution to the public welfare and
as communicating positive values of the chemical profession, plus the names of two co-
sponsors; 2) short supporting co-sponsor statements; 3) the nominee’s professional
biography including a list of no more than ten of the nominee’s publications selected for
their pertinence to the work nominated for recognition; and 4) copies of popular and
technical press news or feature articles indicative of public benefit and interest.  Inquiries
should be directed to Dr. Penny Beuning, c/o Jeananne Piper Grady, 11 Thaxter Street,
Hingham, MA  02043.  All nomination material must be consolidated into a single
electronic pdf file and emailed to p.beuning@northeastern.edu with a copy to
jpipergrady@gmail.com.  The due date is Oct. 11, 2024.  Joint nominations are acceptable.
The Committee will review the nominations and the award recipient will be notified by the
first of February.



PAST AWARDEES AND TITLES OF AWARD ADDRESSES   
1996:      Roy G. Gordon, Harvard University. Low Emissivity Glass; Energy Conserving Windows.
1997:      Rangaswamy Srinivasan, UVTech Associates. The Widely Used Laser Methodology of Tiny Focused Ablative Photodecomposition.
1998:      Kyriacos C. Nicolaou, Scripps Research Institute. Chemical Synthesis and Chemical Biology of Natural Substances.
1999:      Robert S. Langer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Development of Unique Polymers for Medical Applications.
2000:      William A. Pryor, Louisiana State University. Vitamin E and the Prevention of Heart Disease.
2001:      Joseph M. DeSimone, University of North Carolina and North Carolina State University. Green Chemistry for Sustainable Economic Development.
2002:      Ronald Breslow, Columbia University. Chemistry Lessons from Biology and vice versa.
2003:      Bruce D. Roth, Pfizer Global Research & Development. The Discovery and Development of Lipitor®.
2004:      James W. Jorgenson, University of North Carolina. The Magic of Capillaries in Chemical Separations and Analysis.
2005:      Jean M. J. Fréchet, University of California at Berkeley. Functional Macromolecules: From Design and Synthesis to Applications.
2006:      Richard D. DiMarchi, University of Indiana. Chemical Biotechnology as a Means to Optimal Protein Therapeutics.
2007:      Michael A. Marletta, University of California at Berkeley. Nitric Oxide in Biology: From Discovery to Therapeutics.
2008:      John A. Katzenellenbogen, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Estrogens and Estrogen Receptors in Health and Disease.
2009:      Chad A. Mirkin, Northwestern University. Nanostructures in Chemistry, Biology and Medicine.
2010:      Stephen L. Buchwald, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Palladium- and Copper-Catalyzed Processes for the Synthesis of
               Pharmaceutically-Relevant Molecules.
2011:      Arthur J. Nozik, National Renewable Energy Laboratory. Prospects and Novel Approaches for the Low Cost Power Conversion
               of Solar Photons to Electricity and Solar Fuels.
2012:      Bruce Ganem, Cornell University. Lost (Sometimes) in Translation: Advancing Chemical Discoveries Beyond the Laboratory.
2013:      Michael H. Gelb and František Tureček, University of Washington. The Chemistry of Next Generation Newborn Screening.
2014:      David R. Walt, Tufts University. Microwell Arrays: From Genetic Analysis to Ultra-High Sensitivity Diagnostic.
2015:      Eric N. Jacobsen, Harvard University. Catalysis: A Frontier at the Center of Chemistry.
2016:      Timothy M. Swager, Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Chemical/Biological Sensing: Science and Real World Applications.
2017:      Neil M. Donahue, Carnegie Mellon University. Atmospheric Ozonolysis: From Collisional Energy Transfer to Particle Physics and
               Everything in Between.
2018:      Jennifer A. Doudna, University of California, Berkeley. Re-writing the Code of Life: The Impacts and Ethics of Genome Editing.
2019:      Carolyn R. Bertozzi, Stanford University. Chemical Approaches to Problems in Global Health.
2020:      Geoffrey W. Coates, Cornell University. In Pursuit of the Perfect Plastic.
2022:      Philip S. Low, Purdue University. A New Generation of Targeted Therapies for Cancer, Autoimmune, and Infectious Diseases.
2023:      Kimberly A. Prather, Scripps Institution of Oceanography. Tiny Critters, Huge Impacts: How Microbes Impact Climate and Health.
2024:      Richard B. Silverman, Northwestern University. Inhibition of Protein Aggregation and the Development of NU-9 for Amyotrophic
               Lateral Sclerosis and other Neurodegenerative Diseases.
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